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Investing in Scotland’s Future: A Joint Active 

Travel Manifesto For 2026 

Thriving places, healthier communities, and saving lives 

 

Improving the places where we live, work, shop and play offers ready-

made solutions to many of the most serious challenges Scotland faces 

today. From reducing transport-related emissions and tackling climate 

change to improving public health and supporting local economies, 

active travel is a key part of the answer. 

For many, especially young people, families on lower incomes, and many disabled people, 

active travel can provide a lifeline, offering transport independence, access to important local 

services and a meaningful way to save money, helping tackle the scourge of child poverty. 

Increasing active travel benefits everyone with reduced traffic on people’s streets, greater 

community connections and reduced air pollution and climate change emissions. 

Increased investment in walking/wheeling and cycling infrastructure – supported by all major 

parties at the 2021 Holyrood election – is delivering positive change. Where new, well-

connected cycle routes are being built, they are helping improve lives and support ever more 

people to travel by cycle for everyday journeys, in greater safety and confidence. As the 

climate changes around us and road fatalities have risen, it is vital that we keep delivering 

more opportunities to walk, wheel or cycle everywhere in Scotland. 

To achieve this end, we call on all parties in the next Holyrood election to support 

these five commitments: 

1. Investment: Provide long-term investment to transform our local high streets and 

communities, committing at least 10% of the transport budget to active travel funding. 

 

2. Long term commitment: Multi-year budgets will accelerate delivery of national 

strategies on walking/wheeling and cycling, offer better value-for-money and give 

more people access regardless of income and background. 

 

3. Infrastructure: Transform our communities, enabling anyone, especially younger 

people to travel safely on foot or by bike, including through well maintained, 

accessible networks of walking or cycling routes and reorganised street space, 

creating better, greener local spaces. 

 

4. Link active and public transport: Integrate walking and cycling infrastructure with 

public transport in rural areas especially, to provide alternatives to the car, reduce 

congestion for all, and effortlessly link longer journeys together. 

 

5. Safety: Reduce road danger by reducing traffic speeds in our communities, taking 

dangerous drivers off the road and by creating more accessible streets for all, 

implementing the pavement parking ban, reinforcing the new highway code and 

making welcoming spaces everyone can use and enjoy. 
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Signatory organisations include: 

Aberdeen Cycle Forum 

Angus Climate Hub 

Bike For Good 

The Bike Hub 

Blackford Safe Routes 

Borders Greenway 

Brake, the road safety charity 

Broadford & Strath Community Company 

ByCycle – Perth & Kinross Cycle Campaign 

Chest Heart & Stroke Scotland 

Clackmannan Development Trust 

Critical Mass Edinburgh 

Cycle Hub 

Cycling Dumfries 

Cycling Killearn 

Cycling Scotland 

Cycling UK 

Cycling Without Age Scotland 

Drumchapel Cycle Hub 

Dundee Cycling Forum 

Dundee Dragons 

Edinburgh Festival of Cycling 

Edi.bike 

Faculty of Public Health 

FEL Scotland 

Get Glasgow Moving 

GoBike – The Strathclyde Cycle Campaign 

Glasgow Eco Trust 

Greener Kirkcaldy 

Highland Cycle Campaign 

InfraSisters 

Kidical Mass North 

Lang Toun Cycles 

Lanarkshire Climate Action Hub 

Living Streets Edinburgh 

Living Streets Scotland 

Pedal on Parliament 

Play Scotland 

Porty Community Energy 

Recyke-a-bike 

RoadPeace 

Scottish Cycling 

Scottish Community Link Worker Network 

Scotways 

Spokes – The Lothian Cycle Campaign 

St Andrews Space for Cycling 

Stop Climate Chaos Scotland 

Sustrans 

The Bike Station 

Sustainable Kirriemuir 

Transform Scotland 

Transport & Health Science Group 

Voluntary Health Scotland 

Walking Scotland 

Women on Wheels 

 


